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Undergraduate-Level Vocational Education:
The Nature and the Curriculum Teaching Mode

Xu Guoging & Wang Shengnian

Abstract: The legal status of undergraduate-level vocational education has been established, and the
urgently-needed theoretical support to promote its high-quality development is an in-depth explanation of its
connotations , which include two key dimensions: academic requirements and vocational requirements. Academic
requirements indicate the necessary conditions for undergraduate-level vocational education to reach the level of
undergraduate education ; vocational requirements mean the necessary conditions for undergraduate-level vocational
education to become a type of undergraduate education. The analysis of the connotations of undergraduate-level vocational
education needs a change of thinking. The object of the analysis is supposed to be professional education. The cultivation
of skilled talents tends to be more professional, which inherently requires the integration of professional education into
vocational education; this is the academic meaning of undergraduate-level vocational education. The vocational features
of undergraduate-level vocational education indicate that it must follow the basic logic of vocational education in its
cultivation of talents. To build the framework for talent cultivation, we need to heed such key elements as the curriculum
structure , the teaching modes, and the practice-based teaching platform. The rational structure of the professional
curriculum is "classical subjects + technical subjects + competence-based subjects"; project-based teaching should
become the leading teaching mode; the practice-based teaching platform should be designed according to the academic
content to reflect the target of cultivating talents with professional skills.
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